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At a Meeting of the Forum Council held on Monday 5th February 2018 at 74 Commercial Street. 
 
Present:  David Donoghue (Chair) 
  James Frankcom (Secretary) 
  Paul Johnston (Vice Chair) 
  Alex Gordon Shute 
  Stephanie Mathern 
  Krissie Nicolson 
  Jon Shapiro 
  Paul Shearer 
  Michelle Sinden 
  Jonathan Stebbins 
   
Apologies: Toby Brown 

Shad Chowdhury 
Melanie Denyer 

  Charles Gledhill 
Santokh Kaulder 

  Tarik Khan 
  Jon Shapiro 
 
Observers: None 
 
The meeting had the necessary quorum to make formal decisions.  

 
1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting were approved. 
 
2. Matters Arising from the Previous Meeting 

 
a. TELCO/QMUL Consultations 

Krissie reported she had spoken to Afsana and had been informed they had now got up to 
200 consultations and expect to get the 300 agreed plus better quality by the deadline of 1st 
March. 

b. Promoting the Consultation on Facebook and Local Businesses 
Melanie was not at the meeting and so this was put off to the next meeting. 

c. Stakeholder Consultation 
Charles was not at the meeting so we would ask him at the next meeting if he had handed 
over the three interviews he had done to Melanie at the next meeting. Charles and James 
were making plans with Saif Osmani of the Bengali East End Heritage Society to interview 
him before the next meeting. Alex reported that the list of stakeholder interviews had been 
updated and circulated. 

d. History & Heritage WG 
A reminder email of our deadline of 1st April has been sent out by James. Not sure if one has 
been sent out by Charles. 

e. Open Spaces WG 
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Michelle reported that a meeting had been organized for 28th February and 
will send around an email. 

f. Constitution WG 
It had met on 30 January and a second meeting is scheduled to be held on 20th February at 
the Rag Factory. 

g. Business / Personal Interests Register 
Jonathan has drafted a proposal which has been circulated. It was discussed and agreed that 
it would make sense to declare any interests members of this council has. We should have 
the right process; there is a need for discretion as well as probity. David agreed to have the 
proposals considered by the Constitution WG to be formalized as a Standing Order.  

h. Jewish community 
It had been agreed at the previous meeting that we would reach out to a number of local 
representatives of this community but no member had been designated to do this. Discuss 
at next meeting. 

 
3. Main Agenda 
 

a. Schedule of Activities 
It was agreed that we would aim to start Phase 2 of our consultation on draft policies in 
October 2018. This would allow about six months working on summarizing the outcome of 
Phase 1 and then putting together a set of policy proposals based upon our secondary data 
as and needs identified from the primary data. Phase 2 would last until April 2019 but this 
was an aspiration more than a firm timetable. It was agreed that Stephanie and/or Jonathan 
would produce a project timetable document we could use for forward planning. James 
noted that the neighbourhood forum as currently approved by LBTH must conclude its 
activities in relation to the making of a neighbourhood plan by April 2021. 
 

b. Stakeholder Consultations 
Apart from what had already been discussed in Matters Arising, Paul Shearer said he was 
going to be interviewing East End Homes on March 13th. It was agreed to ask Melanie to 
begin uploading the coded output of the stakeholder interviews after the end of Phase 1 in 
April. 

 
c. Consultant Support and Policy Discussion 

It was agreed that we should seek to hire the services of Tony Burton in March/April to 
advise us on process and activities between Phase 1 and Phase 2. Alex would liaise. The 
merits of some sort of pro-bono legal advisory group were discussed. Processes were 
discussed by those present. James said he felt it crucial in whatever we do that we make a 
noticeable difference. We should look for opportunities in the Local Plan and seek to find 
ways to direct CIL spend. Krissie said we should ensure we are serving the people. Alex 
made the point that Tony Burton might be able to advise us on how Ealing Central got a 
working business neighbourhood plan. James and Krissie both discussed the merits of 
defining the term “affordable” in relation to housing and ways in which neighbourhood plan 
policies could prevent business/shop units being knocked together and thus maintain 
cheaper units for small businesses to use. 
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d. QMUL / TELCO / Commonplace 
This had already been discussed in Matters Arising. 

 
e. Working Groups 

 
i. History & Heritage 

See Matters Arising. 
ii. Open Spaces 

See Matters Arising 
iii. Constitution 

See Matters Arising 
 

f. Treasurer’s Report 
In the absence of Charles this will be put off to the next meeting. 
 

g. Secretary’s Report 
Nothing new to report. 
 

4. Any other Business 
 

a. Events upcoming 
David said there was a neighbourhood planning event coming up on 23 February at AECOM. 
We should register to go. James would register and get a few tickets. 
 

b. Town Council Campaign 
James advised that the Spitalfields Town Council Campaign had now accrued around 340 
petitioners and had started negotiations with LBTH and NALC about how the petition would 
be handed in/when/procedure etc. 
 

c. Thanks 
A vote of thanks was given to Mr. Chris Dyson for the use of his premises and to Melanie 
Denyer for her assistance. 
 

The next Forum Council meeting will be: 

 Monday 5th March 2018 
 
The meeting ended early at 20:15 


