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At a Meeting of the Forum Council held on Monday 4th December 2017 at 30 Hanbury Street, Spitalfields 
 
Present:  David Donoghue (Chair) 
  James Frankcom (Secretary) 
  Charles Gledhill (Treasurer) 
  Paul Johnston (Vice Chair) 
  Tarik Khan (Vice Chair) 
  Toby Brown 
  Shad Chowdhury 
  Alex Gordon Shute 
  Santokh Kaulder 
  Stephanie Mathers 
  Krissie Nicolson 
  Jon Shapiro 
  Paul Shearer 
  Michelle Sinden 
   
Apologies: Melanie Denyer 
  Krissie Nicolson 
  Jonathan Stebbins 
 
Observers: None 
 
The meeting had the necessary quorum to make formal decisions.  

 
1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the previous Committee Meeting were approved with several small amendments: (1) Tarik 
Khan was recorded as absent when he was actually present, also (2) the wording of a resolution regarding 
standing orders (item 2e) was amended to insert the words “seek to” before “gain”. 
 
Apologies were received from Melanie Denyer and Krissie Nicolson before the meeting. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 

a. Election of Forum Officers (2017-2018) 
 

i. Chairman 
David Donoghue was nominated by Alex Gordon Shute. James Frankcom was 
nominated by Paul Shearer. James thanked Paul and respectfully declined. David was 
then seconded by Jon Shapiro and elected unanimously. 
 

ii. Vice Chairman 
It was determined we should have two people holding the office of Vice Chairman 
again. Paul Johnston was nominated by Tarik Khan and was seconded by Paul 
Shearer. Tarik Khan was nominated by Paul Johnston and was seconded by James 
Frankcom. 
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iii. Secretary 

James Frankcom was nominated by Paul Johnston. There were no other candidates. 
He was seconded by Toby Brown. 
 

iv. Treasurer 
Charles Gledhill was nominated by Alex Gordon Shute. There were no other 
candidates. He was seconded by James Frankcom. 

 
b. Dates of future meetings 

It was agreed to keep forum council meetings on the first Monday of each month with a few 
exceptions in January and August. There would be a meeting on Monday 15th January (due 
to the amount of business to attend to) and there would not be a meeting in August. The 
dates of the next council meetings will therefore be: 
 

 Monday 15th January (2018) 

 Monday 5th February 

 Monday 5th March 

 Monday 2nd April* 

 Monday 7th May* 

 Monday 4th June 

 Monday 2nd July 

 Monday 3rd September 

 Monday 1st October 
 
*These are bank holidays – please make the meeting if you can. 
 
The dates of forum council meetings were provisionally agreed by the meeting.  

 
The meetings of the Neighbourhood Forum (general membership) are on the last Tuesday 
and will be held on: 
 

 Tuesday 30th January  (General Meeting) 

 Tuesday 24th April (General Meeting) 

 Tuesday 30th October (Annual General Meeting) 
 
There was a discussion about whether we should not hold a General Meeting in January due 
to the proximity of other activities/pressures. It was noted that we are constitutionally 
obliged to hold three General Meetings a year. If we do not hold it in January we could 
theoretically hold it at another time. There was no decision about what we would present at 
a meeting in January. 
 
The dates of general meetings were provisionally agreed by the meeting.  
 

c. Secretary’s Report of the AGM 
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It was reported that the AGM was considered a success. Thirty members 
came as well as three observers from the press. Many members participated 
in the consultation activity and in due course the information they gave us will need to be 
put on commonplace.  
 

d. Treasurer’s Report 
It was reported that we have about £12,000 in the bank. We have been promised a further 
£5,000 from New Spitalfields Market and Toby Brown assures us that this will be paid. We 
owe £2,000 to Tony Burton for his services – cheques were written out and apologies 
recorded for this oversight. It was noted that membership of East End Trades Guild was paid 
for by SNPF on 3rd July 2017.  
 

e. Consultation Activities 
i. QMUL 

The activities of QMUL students (in association with London Citizen) were discussed. 
It was noted by James Frankcom that there were three groups operating with about 
six or seven students in each one. Each group was investigating a different aspect or 
issue in the neighbourhood. It was also noted that the groups appeared to be 
selecting people at random on the street and were not targeting British-
Bangladeshi/Bengali people which we had noted was an area of need at our 
September council meeting when London Citizen were initially engaged.  Also, the 
students had never met with London Citizen and did not know about their role. 
However, this appearance was based upon David Donoghue and James talking to 
members of just one of the three groups and it is possible the other two who may be 
different. Toby Brown reported that a lot of work and understanding done by Yasmin 
Aktar and QMUL had “evaporated” when she became indisposed. He was aware that 
Emmanuel Gotora from London Citizen was setting up interviews with ‘community 
leaders’ for the students. A contract had been agreed between “us” and London 
Citizen but was not yet signed and no payments had yet been made to anyone. Toby 
said he would follow up on our issues; in particular check to see they were targeting 
the particular community aforementioned. It was noted that Shad Chowdhury can 
write/translate in Sylheti and we should make use of his skills when the opportunity 
arises. Santokh Kaulder also offered to meet the students and “re-programme” them 
if required and if there is time. 
ACTION: Toby Brown to liaise with Krissie Nicolson and Emmanuel Gotora and 
Afsana Salik about the progress of the QMUL surveying. 

ii. Sufficient Data 
Alex proposed that we re-engage with Tony Burton in the new year when we begin 
compiling the data and check with him that we have consulted enough for any draft 
policy proposals for second stage consultation to be sufficiently supported to be 
approved by an examiner. This proposal was agreed by the meeting. 

iii. Soho Society 
Charles Gledhill recommended we meet with members of the Soho Society and see 
if any lessons can be learned about how they had been going about collecting data. 
He said they had been getting responses from visitors to Soho and had found visitors 
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tended to appreciate the same things about the area as residents and 
business operators. 

iv. Stakeholder Consultations 
On the matter of working groups and Stakeholder Consultations it was noted that we 
need to have a reckoning of where we are. Alex Gordon Shute estimated about 
sixteen stakeholder consultations were done. David Donoghue enquired about how 
many had been coded or written up in some way by Melanie Denyer. This 
information was not known. 

v. Working Groups 
The Open Spaces Working Group is dormant and needs re-activation. The 
History/Heritage Working Group is gathering responses from consultees. 
ACTION: Other council members were asked to conduct a couple of stakeholder 
interviews themselves and increase the number we have.  
ACTION: Alex Gordon Shute would provide the meeting with an update on the status 
of the stakeholder consultations; which are outstanding and how many have been 
coded/written. 
ACTION: Charles Gledhill would contact the Soho Society and ask them to meet with 
us and share their experiences.  
 

f. Expedited Policy Proposal: Graffiti 
Charles Gledhill recommended the council consider expediting a draft policy on 
graffiti/street art in the neighbourhood. He noted that there had been an explosion of such 
paintings, planned and unplanned, in various places, particularly in Fleur de Lys Street. 
James Frankcom supported this proposal on the basis he felt we could justify it on the data 
we already had; the largest proportion of respondees to our survey cited dirt/danger as the 
biggest problem and cited heritage/beauty as the things they most wanted to keep. There 
was a discussion about this and in the end it was decided we would not do anything at this 
stage and await the next phase of consultation as scheduled. 
 

g. Forward Planning 
i. Paul Shearer raised the issue of GIS data and the problems we have with separating 

what we need from everything else. He recommended we engage with Landsearch 
who are a company who will give us some help for free. They work for developers 
and would be able to provide us with specific bits of information which we need. 
Alex thought we should focus on the evidence base first and then see what headline 
issues emerge. Santokh noted that the new LBTH Local Plan (2018?) will contain up 
to date data we could also use, depending on what we need. James recommended 
we ask Ellie Kuper Thomas at LBTH to undertake specific enquiries on our behalf 
because it is his view that the LPA is legally obliged to assist us in this way. James 
also proposed that Santokh and Paul use the “top ten” gripe/love/propose lists he 
had used for the AGM as a basis for questions and areas of interest. This was agreed 
as a way forwards at this stage. 
ACTION: James would send the information from Commonplace to Santokh and Paul 
so they could consider what enquiries we may need to make using the GIS data. 
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h. Data Assistants 
James proposed that we pay some of the students at QMUL to undertake 
other tasks for us in the future such as data entry. It was tentatively agreed that such jobs 
could be given to those students, but complex GIS enquiries would require greater 
expertise. 
 

3. Any other Business 
 

a. Representation of business 
Toby Brown told the meeting he was very pleased with the way Rachel Jenman (Brick Lane 
Town Centre Manager had been holding meetings with local business operators and said he 
felt it was a pity Zeloof LLP was no longer represented on the Forum Council. Some other 
members felt the same way. James, in his role as Secretary, reminded the meeting of the 
results of the elections which had taken place at the AGM. It was suggested by several 
members that it may be desirable in the future if we were to set up a Working Group for 
business operators/stakeholders to ensure interests not necessarily represented on the 
forum council were still involved in the process. 
 

b. Constitution and Standing Orders 
Several members recommended we look at the Constitution and see if any changes should 
be made to it to ensure engagement. It was agreed that a Working Group be set up for this 
purpose. The members of this working group would be: David Donoghue, Alex Gordon 
Shute, Jon Shapiro, Toby Brown, Santokh Kaulder and James Frankcom. 
ACTION: David would organize a meeting of those persons. 
 

The next Forum Council meeting will be: 

 Monday 15th January 2018 
 
There are currently General Meetings of the Forum scheduled for: 

 Tuesday 30th January 2018 (GM) 
 
The meeting ended late at 21:20 


