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At a Meeting of the Forum Council held on Monday 4th September 2017 at 30 Hanbury Street, Spitalfields 
 
Present:  David Donoghue (Chair) 
  James Frankcom (Secretary) 
  Paul Johnston (Vice Chair) 
  Tarik Khan (Vice Chair) 
  Toby Brown (TB) 
  Joy Godsall 
  Alex Gordon Shute 
  Santokh Kaulder 
  Krissie Nicolson 
  Paul Shearer 
  Mhairi Weir 
  Jason Zeloof 
   
Apologies: Melanie Denyer 
  Charles Gledhill (Treasurer) 

Tania Shaikh 
Jon Shapiro 

 
Observers: Tony Burton CBE (SNPF Neighbourhood Planning Consultant) (TBN) 
  Yasmin Aktar (Borough Organiser for Citizen UK/London Citizen) (YA) 
 
The meeting had the necessary quorum to make formal decisions.  

 
1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the previous Committee Meeting were approved without amendment. 
 
2. Matters Arising 
 

a. Finance 
£1000 received from Locality. £600 already spent. Old Spitalfields Market needs an invoice 
from us saying “Donation to SNPF” for £5,000. AGS reports that British Land will be making a 
donation of the same amount very soon. Jason said his business would consider making a 
proposal. Toby said he had met with Ashurst and would soon meet Exempler and would 
pursue donations from them. 
ACTION: CG should send such an invoice to Toby. 

b. Response to consultations 
TBN said the response to our survey is not yet satisfactory. Volume should be higher but it is 
not so low that we should be ashamed. The number of people ‘well informed’ about the 
plan is quite high and this is good. The mix of people responding is good; it is not all 
residents and the age mix is good. The area we need to be concerned about is the ethnic 
mix. We do deserve credit for the efforts we have made so far. It has been a good exercise. 
James proposed we revise our timetable and push back the end of the first phase of 
consultation to 31 December with a view to reporting our findings/etc at the 24th  January 
2018 GM scheduled. This proposal was agreed by the meeting. Alex said that businesses 
are willing to email our survey to their workers – we should arrange en email. 
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c. Further consultations 

Yasmin Aktar from Citizens UK (borough organiser) addressed the meeting. C.UK is a civil 
soviety organisation which is an alliance of different groups in the borough and beyond. 
There are 22 member organisations in tower hamlets. They are involved with human 
geography BA students at St Mary’s University in the borough and could provide us with a 
number of students (about 126 in groups of ten) whom they would train, and who would 
research the neighbourhood and then conduct face to face interviews of people who lived 
and worked in the neighbourhood area. They would knock on doors and would collect data 
for us. There would be lecture next week (w/s 11 Sept) followed by the rest of the month 
preparing. There would be two way approach; focus groups of London Citizen members in 
the neighbourhood area or relevant to it followed by door knocking in neighbourhood area 
targeting ethnic communities. The survey work using our commonplace online system 
and/or paper survey forms would be undertaken during October with a draft report 
available for our AGM on 24 October. A detailed report would be given to us by end of 
December. Santokh and Krissie would attend a lecture on Tuesday October 3rd to explain 
the project. James would advise them. It was agreed to engage London Citizen/C.UK to 
undertake this work at a cost of £5,000 (£2k membership plus £3k for 
supervision/organisation/training of surveyors.  It was emphasised that the students must 
be excited about the project. It was agreed that Yasmin Aktar from C.UK would send us a 
detailed timetable/proposal/letter of authorisation. It was agreed we would put £7,000 
(which includes the £5k previously mentioned) towards this initiative and this full amount 
would be underwritten by Toby Brown/OSM while we were waiting for other funds to come 
in. Tarik also agreed to engage some of his people with surveying needed respondees – 
James would liaise with him on this. Tony confirmed that it would be impossible to get 
alternative funds quickly enough so we would need to use our stakeholder donations pot. 
We might be able to make an application through Near Neighbours for money in the future. 
Regarding walkabouts, it was agreed that presentations by James and Paul S. would be 
made at the Spitalfields Society AGM on 27 September and the SCG AGM on 28 
September and by Tarik at a Bengali meeting getting people to attend four walkabouts 
(north, south, east, west) in October/November.  
ACTION: KN and SK to attend St Mary University with YA on 3rd October. 
ACTION: YA to send SNPF timetable and authorization 
ACTION: TB to overall-coordinate our engagement with YA 

d. Working Groups 
i. Open Space WG met with Cllr. Mukit and discussed the need for Allen Gardens to be 

a formal park.  
ii. History WG sent out email surveys to about thirty people.  

e. Community Infrastructure Levy 
DD met with Dee and another person from LBTH on this and they will be attending our 
council meeting on 2nd October. Tony said a way of getting this to flow smoothly would be 
to have a list of projects in the plan, either detailed in annexes or policy link one liners. If it is 
in the plan each spend of CIL will need to be agreed by LBTH but it is more straightforward if 
it can be justified by its inclusion in the plan. 

f. AGM 
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24 October meeting – must be exciting. It was agreed that we should begin 
the meeting with a quick intro by John Pierce and Rachel Jenman (to be 
invited by James asap). This would be followed by a report on what we have been doing and 
how we have been consulting. Yasmin and the students could do something here. This 
section would then be followed by another “have your say” period using commonplace 
followed by a short exposition of some of our findings so far of what others have said. The 
final part of the meeting would be the formal AGM with elections for the forum council. We 
would then trail the meeting at end of January for the results of our consultations. There 
was a brief discussion about who might be willing to stand for next year’s council; Paul S, 
Paul J, Tarik, Toby, Alex, James, David and Jason have all indicated they would definitely 
stand again. Mhairi and Joy are standing down due to moving away. Tania had indicated she 
may stand down but this offer/proposal was rejected by the meeting who ask her to 
reconsider. Others are yet to decide.  
ACTION: Notice of the meeting and elections will be sent out by James soon. It was also 
discussed how the meeting will be promoted – more thought needs to be done here. James 
will liaise with Paul S for ideas. 

 
3. Any other Business 

a. Use of stakeholder donations 
Should we use stakeholder money to pay for an administrator. It was agreed that we would 
not but would keep this money (beyond the £7k previously earmarked) for unforeseen 
costs such as a paralegal or other experts in data/heritage etc in the future. We may be 
able to get a geography student to stay on as a data expert. This possibility will be made to 
students. 

b. Town Council Campaign 
There are currently around 190 signatures – target is 300. 

c. Vote of thanks 
The meeting moved to give a vote of thanks to Joy Godsell who was not present for her 
hard work for us. The meeting also thanked Mhairi Weir in person for her work. Mhairi said 
she would get someone from Spitalfields City Farm to put their name forward to continue 
representing the farm on the forum and the forum council.  

d. Draft Standing Orders 
Draft Standing Orders for meetings were circulated by James. These had been taken from 
proforma standing orders for the orderly running of all public meetings and amended to fit 
our own structures (e.g. “forum”) and other aspects included in them from our constitution 
and past precedent. These had been drafted by David and James and reviewed and 
amended by Jon (absent from meeting). It was agreed to raise these at the next meeting 
due to lack of time. 
ACTION: TBN to send “natural neighbourhoods” data on SNPA to SK and PS and JF. 

 
The next Forum Council meeting will be: 

 Monday 2nd October 
 
There are currently General Meetings of the Forum scheduled for: 

 Tuesday 24th October (AGM) 
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The meeting ended late at 21:20 


