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At a Meeting of the Forum Council held on Monday 8th May 2017 at 30 Hanbury Street, Spitalfields 
 
Present:  Toby Brown 

David Donoghue (Chair) 
  James Frankcom (Secretary) 
  Charles Gledhill (Treasurer) 
  Joy Godsall 
  Santokh Kaulder 
  Tarik Khan (Vice Chair) 
  Alex Gordon Shute 
  Jon Shapiro 
  Paul Shearer 
  Jason Zeloof 
   
Apologies: Melanie Denyer 

Paul Johnson (Vice Chair) 
Tania Shaikh 

  Mhairi Weir 
 
Observers: Tony Burton CBE (SNPF Neighbourhood Planning Consultant) 
  Ellie Kuper Thomas (LBTH Strategic Planning Department) 
 
The meeting had the necessary quorum to make formal decisions.  

 
1. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 
The minutes of the previous Committee Meeting had been approved by email circulation before the 
meeting. 
 
2. Matters Arising 

 
a. Actions arising from the previous meeting in April: 

 
I. Town Centre Manager 

Our representatives have attended some of her meetings. 
II. Service Agreement 

Tania has reviewed the Service Agreement and has reported back to the group by 
email on what specific assistance or services LBTH will provide us and how these 
work. 

III. GIS Data 
This was being actioned at the meeting tonight. 

IV. Reconnecting with Strategic Planning 
Ellie is attending the meeting tonight. 

V. Stakeholder Consultation: progress and processes 
This process is now under way. Around eight have been completed so far. 

VI. Commonplace & other surveys 
Commonplace software is now up and running. We need to set up the surveying 
system and get paper based forms made. 
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VII. Surveying the public: engaging local schools 

This action is paused.  
 

b. Ellie Kuper Thomas & Tony Burton 
Ellie Kuper Thomas (EKT) informed the council about the progress LBTH was making towards 
its new Local Plan. Regulation 18 ‘early consultation’ processes are ongoing and it is now 
looking at additional evidence with regard to the mooted “Tall Building Zones” and their 
locations. There will be a three-week consultation process on these zones. It is expected 
that everything will be in place for the meeting of the Mayor and Cabinet in September to 
approve a proposed Local Plan and then for the Regulation 19 consultations on that 
proposal to be able to begin thereafter. These consultations on the council’s proposed Local 
Plan have to run for a statutory period of six-weeks and the hope is that a draft Local Plan 
ready will be ready for inspection in early 2018.  
 
EKT told the meeting how every planning policy contained in the developing LBTH Local Plan 
will be regarded by LBTH as a “strategic policy”. This is important because the law stipulates 
that our neighbourhood plan “must be in general conformity” with ‘strategic policies’ 
contained in the Local Plan and the London Plan.  It was clarified that “general conformity” 
could mean we go against some aspects of the Local Plan but we would have to show there 
were particular neighbourhood requirements for that and we would need a lot of evidence. 

 
There was a discussion about the contents of an “evidence base”. Tony Burton (TB) and EKT 
confirmed we must justify policies by demonstrating a need. This need could be 
demonstrated through collecting opinions from local people and also from statistics. There 
can also be “character-based” evidence which might seek to define what the “character” of 
an area was (e.g. historic) and justify policies based on that. TB confirmed he will be there to 
advise us on the evidence we need for particular policies as we move forwards  between 
now and the end of October. He made a distinction between “core evidence” and “other 
evidence”.  
 
There was a discussion about the weight different types of evidence would provide as 
justification. TB illustrated this with the phrase “just because people want something isn’t 
enough”; a neighbourhood plan needs to “add value”. 
 
There is no formal timetable for SNPFs ‘early consultations’. Like LBTH after our early 
consultation stages (now ongoing) are complete we then create a draft plan which we then 
formally consult on for a period of six weeks. After this is over, amendments may be made 
based on those consultations, and the forum must adopt the plan at a meeting by vote. At 
this stage LBTH would then undertake its own consultations on our proposed 
Neighbourhood Plan before recommending it to the Planning Inspectors. 
 
TB added that our forum should request LBTH recognise the importance of neighbourhood 
planning in their Local Plan. 
Action:  We should write to LBTH strategic planning and seek this inclusion. 
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c. LBTH Mapping and GIS data 

Santokh Kaulder (SK) asked about data and whether LBTH would share their data with us 
and whether we should share our data with LBTH. EKT confirmed this would be the best way 
forwards and what LBTH were hoping to do. Tania Shaikh’s work on simplifying and 
explaining the Service Agreement was noted.  
It was further agreed that David Donoghue (DD) would sign the waiver on behalf of SNPF 
which committed us to using the data for neighbourhood planning purposes only. Toby 
Brown (TB) will assist with this.  
It was noted that we had not yet attempted to access the LBTH map site but we now would. 
SK and Paul Shearer (PS) would now lead on this and set up the system on their computers. 
James Frankcom (JF) would assist. They would focus on ethnic data at first. 
Action: DD to sign data/mapping waiver and return to LBTH. 
Action: SK and PS to set up mapping@spitalfieldsforum.org.uk on their computers.  

 
d. Allen Gardens – town green registration 

EKT had not brought a map with her because she was unclear of its purpose and therefore 
what we would need it to include, but primarily because the reason the Council has paid for 
Forums to have access to the online mapping system is so that they are able to create any 
maps that they need. The potential risk to the park from development was outlined by 
James Frankcom (JF). TB recommended the forum affiliate to the Open Spaces Society. 
Action: JF to affiliate SNPF to the Open Spaces Society. 

 
e. Treasurer’s Report 

Charles Gledhill (CG) circulated information regarding the current state of our finances. We 
have recently received £6,600.00 in grand funding from Locality. We currently have around 
£6,100 in the bank but this will decrease rapidly as we have already accrued a number of 
substantial bills which need paying such as software license fees, consultancy fees, meeting 
room hire costs etc. 

 
f. Public Consultations – progress report 

It was agreed that we would establish a Communications Working Group to focus on 
leafleting the local community and encouraging greater involvement. The members of this 
working group are: 

 David Donoghue 

 Toby Brown (TBB) 

 Tarik Khan (TK) 

 Alex Gordon Shute (AGS) 
TK said he would help this group get some things translated into Bengali/Sylheti.  
EKT confirmed that LBTH would be able to help publicise our initiatives. 
Members discussed the time table for our early consultations, and it was agreed: 
 

June/July/August - Consultation using our Consultation Strategy first phase 
September/October - Analysis of results and inclusion of data to support policies 

 

mailto:mapping@spitalfieldsforum.org.uk
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There was a discussion about the response to our public consultations so far. 
JF reported that 46 people had signed up to take part in the consultation. We 
have had 241 contributions. We average around 12 visits a day. Most comments are about 
things being badly designed, dangerous, dirty, poor-maintained, unwelcoming or historic. 
The largest suggested improvements categories used were ‘other’, protection of heritage, 
improved accessibility, better pedestrian links, improved pavements and new public 
facility/amenity. Most contributions were negative. Almost all the responses so far were 
from people classified as ‘white’ with a few coming from ‘Asian’ category. No British 
Bangladeshis had taken part; TB said this must be something for us to work on. The largest 
group taking part (by far) were people who lived in the neighbourhood. 
AGS discussed the stakeholders consultation process. Currently about ten local stakeholders 
have been interviewed. More are in the pipeline. 
Action: All Members to do their share of stakeholder consultation interviews. 
Action: EKT will send information about the council’s paper to JF. 
Action: The members of this working group would work on a flyer/leaflet to be distributed 
to every address in neighbourhood area. 
Action: DD and TBB would find a company to deliver. 
Action: JF to provide this group with some potential content for the leaflet. 

 
g. Social Media Policy 

It was agreed that there would be a social media policy. There was some discussion about 
the merits of varying breadths of participation and points were made on both sides. No 
conclusion was reached.  
Action: DD would also devise a Social Media Policy which outlined best practice for us when 
using platforms like Facebook and Twitter. 

 
h. Vacancy 

Edith Okoth Awuar has informed the Secretary that she needed to stand down from the 
Forum Council. Edith filled one of the four places available in the “Local Organisations” 
constituency. Any replacement for her would need to also be a representative of a local 
organisation. We have had a few people say they were interested in being on the council 
but only one of them represents a local organisation, so effectively we only have one 
possible candidate.  
 
Proposition:  Should Krissie Nicolson (representing the East End Trades Guild of which she 

is the director) be co-opted to the Forum Council until the next AGM? 
 

The proposition was PASSED unanimously. 
 
  Krissie Nicolson is now a member of the Forum Council. 
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i. Future Council Meeting dates 
 

The next Forum Council meetings will therefore be: 

 Monday 5th June 

 Monday 3rd July 

 There is no meeting in August 

 Monday 4th September 

 Monday 2nd October 
 

There are currently General Meetings of the Forum scheduled for: 

 Tuesday 24th October (AGM) 
 

3. Any Other Business 
 

a. Name and style 
Jason Zeloof (JZ) commented on our name and the letterhead we use on our documents. He 
believed that it should say we are a “business neighbourhood forum”. EKT advised him that 
this body is just a neighbourhood forum and there is in fact no such thing as a “business 
neighbourhood forum”. The neighbourhood planning area for which this forum is the 
approved neighbourhood plan making-body is officially called the Spitalfields 
Neighbourhood Planning Area on our designation and approval statement and this area is a 
neighbourhood business area as defined by s61H of the Town & Country Planning Act 
(1990). There was a brief discussion about the possible merits of adding something to our 
name which referenced the ‘Business’ part of the designation for our area.  After some 
discussion, it was agreed it was likely to be cumbersome to extend the description or the 
logo.  It was agreed that if there are other opportunities to include the specific ‘business’ 
designation then we will make use them as and when they come up. 
 

b. Clerical Support 
The need for paid administrative support was discussed. It was agreed such support would 
be necessary. AGS said she believed we could get the money we needed to pay for this from 
stakeholders she was approaching. Stakeholders would be asked to contribute £5k.  
Action: AGS to write email – JF will send in her name using the company email account. 
Action: DD to consider job specifications and possible local candidates. 
 

c. Town Council Campaign 
James told the meeting the petition continues to be circulated and is gradually building up. 
It now has around 120 signatories.  
Action: It was agreed that all council members would pledge to collect another ten 
signatories each on the community governance review petition. 

 
The meeting ended at 21:15 


