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At the General Meeting of the Forum on Monday 24th April 2017 at Hanbury Hall 
 
Present:  Jim Hurlin 
  Christine Whaite 
  Rupert Wheeler 
  Joy Godsell 
  Tony de Jasay 
  Melanie Denyer 
  Jonathan Boyle 
  Sandra Esqulant 
  Jason Dervin 
  Salvatore Scotti 
  Daniel Mendosa 
  Jeremy Freedman 
  Juliet McKoen 
  Jonathan Stebbins 
  Alistair Brown 
  Santokh Kaulder 
  James Frankcom 
  David Donoghue 
  Paul Johnston 
  Krissie Nicolson 
  Charles Gledhill 
  Jon Shapiro 
  Ann Shapiro 
 
   
Observers: Unmesh Desai AM 

Harvey Denyer 
  Dr. Greg Cripps 
  Prof. Julia Stegemann 
  Ann Hartnett 
  Suresh Singh 
  Ricardo Cinalli 
  Jagir Kaur 
  Primla Bhambri 
  Saida Banoo 
   

 
1. Welcome by Chairman 
 
Mr. Donoghue welcomed members and observers to the General Meeting and outlined the business of the 
evening.  
 
2. Main Business 
 

a) Apologies 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Dame Siân Phillips and Alex Gordon Shute. 
 

b) Chairman’s Report 
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The Chairman outlined the recent conversations we had been having with our new 
advisor, Tony Burton CBE. The conversations have focused (so far) on the potential scope of a 
neighbourhood plan, developing a database, codifying responses to consultations, surveying 
methods, processes and procedures. 
 

c) Secretary’s Report 
 
Mr. Frankcom reported that the Forum now has 130 members of which 87 are residents, 13 
represent local organizations, 26 are business representatives, two are associates and two are local 
councilors. The Secretary also noted on behalf of the treasurer that we had recently been awarded 
£6,600.00 in grant funding from the DCLG. 
 

d) Revised Consultation Strategy 
 
The Secretary explained how the first Consultation Strategy we had adopted in 2015 had become 
outmoded and needed to be changed. Essentially, we had learned a lot over the two years since 
and it had become apparent to us there were more effective ways of doing things. We were 
changing the strategy to match the way the Forum Council had now determined was the best way 
to go. On behalf of the Forum Council he proposed the following words: 
 
Our consultation strategy is designed to achieve our aims and objectives as defined in the 
Constitution. These aims and objectives include encouraging participation in our neighbourhood 
planning consultations. To achieve these aims and objectives and to encourage local 
participation, we propose to hold two rounds of consultation: 
 

1. The first by engaging local stakeholders, members of the public through a number of 
themed or geographic working groups, and the public in general through our website 

2. The second to be based on the input to, and conclusions drawn from, the first. 
 

Stakeholders shall be defined by the SNPF Council and Working Groups may be formed by the 
SNPF Council. Each Working Group shall be chaired by a Member of the SNPF Council and will 
include any interested member of the public who lives, works or has a strong interest in that area 
or aspect of the Neighbourhood.  
 
Any interested member of the public may take part in our public consultation process but the 
outcome of those consultations shall make clear distinction between those responses received 
from persons who live and/or work within our defined Neighbourhood Business Area and the 
responses received from those other persons who do not. 
 
The version above was passed by Members and now forms our new Consultation Strategy (2017). 
 

e) Public Consultation Exercise 
 

The Secretary with the assistance of Mr. Freedman and Mr. Kaulder explained to Members how the 
consultation software we have decided to use does work. After the demonstration Members and 
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other members of the public at the meeting were invited to submit their own views 
and through so doing participate in the first round of consultations. People at the 
meeting were also encouraged to tell their friends and neighbours in the area about the 
consultation process and encourage further participation.  
 

f) Discussion of proposals 
 
One Member of the Forum, Mr. Jasay, raised a number of important points about the wisdom of an 
anonymous process such as the one we had opted to use. He also queries the wisdom of asking 
ethnic and gender-type questions, like the census, which we had also decided to employ. He 
believed that anonymity of comments may enable people to participate in way which displaced 
attachment in a way which may eventually become destructive to the human environment. He also 
felt it intrusive and unnecessary to ask census type questions and expect a response. There was a 
discussion about this which included comments in support of the system we had determined to use 
both from the Secretary, on behalf of the Forum Council, and Mrs. Denyer who both sought to 
explain the rationale behind the system, which is that anonymous comments both maximizes 
participation and puts off those who might seek to abuse the process. The census-type data, they 
told the meeting, was a requirement placed upon us by the plan-making process which demands 
evidence of involvement by persons who are representative of the demographics of our 
neighbourhood.  Ultimately Mr. Jasay’s criticisms of the system were noted and it was agreed that 
the Secretary would liaise with him in the future about such matters and seek his views. 
 
Other members of the Forum and members of the public praised the consultation system and 
noted its ease of use. 
 

g) Guest Speaker: Unmesh Desai, Member of the Greater London Assembly for City & East London 
(Lab.) 

 
Mr. Desai spoke about how this part of London is changing and the role of the GLA in that process. 
He spoke about his role as an AM and what his own priorities were. He told the meeting how Tower 
Hamlets Borough Command (police) will soon be merging with Hackney, and he thought this was a 
good thing. The priorities of Tower Hamlets police are currently Anti-Social Behaviour and Violent 
Crime. Mr. Desai said that the priorities he had for this area were the problems and opportunities 
caused by the vibrant night-time economy. The main opportunities were how to help workers 
exploit the night time economy. Issues which were brought up during his question and answer 
session were; housing waiting lists which prevent moving trans-borough which do not reflect the 
needs of Londoners (especially key workers), how hard it is protecting local pubs, severe and acute 
noise nuisance caused by night time road works on TfL routes like Commercial Street, the emerging 
London Plan and other matters affecting the wider local area. 

 
3. Any Other Business 
 
The project to see a Spitalfields Town Council established as a result of a successful application for a 
community governance review was discussed. The campaign to collect signatures is ongoing.  
 
The meeting ended at 20:45. The next meeting will be our AGM on Tuesday 24th October 2017. 


